
OCEAN CITY — The Ocean City Fire
Department has received its new fire-
boat, one that can travel across the
coastal bays in shallow water that would
ground other vessels.

“There’s never been a boat like this
built for fire and rescue,” said Leighton
Moore of Moore Boat LLC, which built
the vessel. “We’ve certainly never built
one before, so there’s a learning curve
on it. But they wanted so many things so
that it would function as both a rescue
and fireboat, so if they were out on a call
or training, and they had a problem, they
would be able to attend to that either
way.”

It took Moore and his crew about two
years to build the 35-foot boat from the
ground up at his Bishopville boatyard. It
was modeled after another shallow-
draft boat designed and built by Moore
for his personal use. He’s been using it
for 15 years as a sort of commuter ride
between his West Ocean City waterfront
home and Seacrets, the 49th Street bar
he owns.

“In the bay, you basically have to ride
on a highway of the (nautical) markers,
and everybody’s there. I wanted to go
from my house to Seacrets fast, and not
have to follow the highway. So this boat
draws about 4 inches of water. It’s made
for the bay,” he said.

Indeed, to drive home the boat’s shal-
low draft performance, a video from
Moore Boat’s website shows the vessel
in the coastal bays speeding past a man
standing in ankle-deep water.

The Ocean City Fire Department
wanted a fireboat that didn’t have to fol-
low established channels when respon-
ding to an emergency call out on the wa-
ter. Overall, they needed a boat that

could put out fires, and offer emergency
medical care, and aid in rescue and haz-
ardous materials response missions.

Resort firefighters have a lot of wa-
terfront property to cover: 688 public
boat slips and 465 boat racks, thousands
of residential waterfront properties, as
well as marinas, which store 54,000 gal-
lons of gasoline and 93,000 gallons of
diesel fuel during the tourist season.

The boat cost Ocean City about
$540,000, which was defrayed in part by
a $150,000 grant from the state’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. However,
Moore said the boat is worth more than
$1 million, based on everything he’s put
into it.

The boat is constructed of solid ma-
rine-grade aluminum. Moore has de-
scribed the boat’s patented hull design
as akin to a giant, maneuverable skim-
board.

The boat’s water cannon actually
uses the same engine transmission to
pump water to a fire, which is something
Moore said has never been done in tan-
dem. It can pump about 1,200 gallons of
water a minute for a distance of 85
yards, and it will be able to maneuver at
the same time it’s pumping. All other
fireboats use an additional pump.

Moore Boat worked closely with the
fire department to develop other cus-
tom tweaks.

There’s storage space for medical
backboards, and the flagpole becomes a
500-pound lift capacity crane. The boat
also has a special device to fight dock
fires and store foam on board to fight pe-
troleum-based fires. There’s even a
space inside the cabin for patients to lie
down, including a hook to hang an intra-
venous bag.

“This day is a couple of years in the
making,” said Ocean City Fire Depart-
ment Chief Chris Larmore. “There has

been a lot of research, planning and just
plain hard work put into the building of
this vessel. I am really proud of the final
product,andIcan’twait toshowtheresi-
dents and visitors of Ocean City what
this boat is capable of, thanks to the hard
work of our employees and our partners
at Moore Boat.”

A formal dedication of the vessel will
be held June 27. Both this boat and an
earlier Moore Boat prototype patrol
boat will be on display through Wednes-
day at the Maryland State Fireman’s As-
sociation Convention, behind the Roland
E. Powell Convention Center.

bshane@dmg.gannett.com
On Twitter @bwshane

The Ocean City Fire Department took possession of its new fireboat, built by Moore Boat LLC of Bishopville, at Harbour Island Marina
on June 11. The shallow draft boat cost $540,000. STAFF PHOTO BY BRIAN SHANE

New OC fireboat
is one-of-a-kind
Can travel in water as shallow as 4 inches deep
By Brian Shane
Staff Writer

ONLINE VIDEO
See a video of the Ocean City fireboat in
action at DelmarvaNow.com.

BY THE NUMBERS
NEW OCFD FIRE BOAT
Model: Moore Boat 32
Length: 35.5 feet, including aft dive
platform and bow push knees
Width: 12 feet, including protective
bumper
Power: Twin Yanwar LV-350 diesel en-
gines, twin American Turbine SD 301
pumps
Draft: 6 inches on plane, 18 inches static
Speed: 35 mph under normal equip-
ment load
Electronics: Radar/GPS, sonar, infrared
camera, VHF and 800 megahertz radios
Features: Onboard EMS/patient care
equipment, 500-pound Davit system,
onboard rescue swimmer equipment,
integrated dive equipment storage, LED
scene lighting, dive platform with ladder
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DELAWARE
Monday evening:
Play 3 - 9-8-8
Play 4 - 5-4-4-2
Lotto - 1-5-13-17-25-
29
Monday
afternoon:
Play 3 - 6-2-8
Play 4 - 3-1-2-4

MARYLAND
Monday evening:
Pick 3 - 1-4-4
Pick 4 - 6-2-4-4
Bonus Match 5 -
6-23-26-29-32
(Bonus Ball 30)

Monday
afternoon:
Pick 3 - 1-9-3
Pick 4 - 7-4-5-3

VIRGINIA
Monday
afternoon:
Pick 3 - 1-0-4
Pick 4 - 0-3-2-4
Cash 5 - 20-22-27-28-
34
Sunday night:
Pick 3 - 3-0-8
Pick 4 - 4-0-8-9
Cash 5 - 3-9-12-22-27

LOTTERIES

SALISBURY —Afternearlyfiveyears
of environmental scrutiny and cleanup
efforts, the site of a former large-vol-
ume laundry business is ready for a
new chapter, city officials say.

Mayor Jim Ireton’s administration
delivered a plan Monday to the City
Council to divide the Anne Street com-
plex into five home lots and donate
them to an affordable housing develop-
er, such as Habitat for Humanity.

The proposal also includes changing
thezoningclassificationfor theproper-
ty and a handful of other nearby tracts
to residential. That motion is scheduled
to go before the Planning and Zoning
Commission on Thursday.

A sixth lot already zoned for homes
across the street also could be added to
the package, officials said.

In the meantime, council members
Monday said they approved of the plan
in concept, but they raised questions
about the health risks that the site’s un-
derground contaminants might pose to
future residents.

When soil tests from the former Lin-
ens of the Week property came back
positive for fuel oil in August 2011, city
officials weren’t surprised. The former
council was well aware of the leaking,
underground fuel tanks contaminating
the soil when it accepted the land dona-
tion earlier that year.

Since then, the Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment removed and
disposed of a 10,000-gallon under-
ground storage tank, a 500-gallon un-
derground storage tank, 775 tons of pe-
troleum-contaminated soils, 620 tons of
clean sand backfill and 212 tons of
gravel.

For its part, the city spent tens of
thousands of dollars in Community De-
velopment Block Grant funding to re-
move an above ground chemical stor-
age tank and demolish the building. A
maintenance building is all that re-
mains to be torn down.

MDE has officially closed its case on
the property, but the agency has said
several steps should be taken before it
can be turned into homes. Construction
workers should install a vapor barrier
below the foundation and pile on topsoil
across the rest to reduce the chances of
future human contact, among other
things.

“Planting a garden, I don’t think
would be that much of an issue,” said
Tom Stevenson, director of neighbor-
hood services.

The future owner, not the city, will
bear the cost of those upgrades, he
added.

In a related move, the council
agreed to consider at a July 8 meeting
Ireton’s proposal to transfer 300 devel-
opmentcreditsfromtheLinensproper-
ty to spur development downtown and
within the city’s enterprise zone.

jcox6@dmg.gannett.com

Linens
property
takes step
forward
Ireton makes pitch
to rezone parcel
into five home lots
By Jeremy Cox
Staff Writer

Demolition of the final portion of the
building began in December. FILE PHOTO

WILMINGTON — It took jurors less
than two hours to decide no medical neg-
ligence was committed in a penile im-
plant procedure that a lawsuit claimed
left a Newark, Del., truck driver with an
eight-month erection.

“We’re stunned,” attorney Michael C.
Heyden said as he and his client left the
New Castle County Courthouse. His cli-
ent, Daniel Metzgar, who gave attention-
grabbing statements during his testimo-
ny, had no comment.

Metzgar opted for the prosthesis af-
ter other measures failed to treat his
erectile dysfunction, which he said is a
result of being a longtime diabetic. He
had a three-piece, inflatable penile im-
plant, consisting of inflatable cylinders
inside the shaft of the penis, a fluid res-
ervoir under the abdominal wall and a
pump inside his scrotum.

Metzgar ended up getting the pros-
thesis removed in August 2010, after

tubing from the device punctured his
scrotum during a family trip to Niagara
Falls.

During the weeklong trial, jurors and
anyone in the courtroom heard
testimony about how Metzgar’s erec-
tion got in the his way of life, drawing
taunts from family and friends as well
as stares, slurs and threats from
strangers.

Heyden had suggested to the jury

that Dr. Thomas J. Desperito and his for-
mer partners didn’t review hospital
charts informing them that Daniel
Metzgar’s penis was swollen and erect
immediately following the December
2009 implant.

He said Desperito didn’t see Metzgar
for almost two months following the
surgery, which led to further
complications.

But Desperito’s attorney, Colleen D.
Shields, said the hospital charts were
prepared by people unfamiliar with pe-
nile implants. She said Desperito and his
former partners were familiar with the
prosthesis installation and were certain
there was no erection following the
procedure.

Metzgar showed no apparent emo-
tion and quickly left the courtroom with
his wife, Donna, and their attorney.

Desperito hugged his attorney fol-
lowing the verdict.

“We think the jury reached the right
result in this case,” Shields said. “We’re
pleased. The system worked.”

No negligence found in implant case
By Esteban Parra and Sean O’Sullivan
The News Journal

Daniel Metzgar speaks with his attorney,
Michael C. Heyden. DANIEL SATO PHOTO


